AL.L live & learn all together

1. What is this project about?

Context

EpStan results for German reading comprehensio

e Results of the Luxembourg School Monitoring Y

Programme (EpStan) show that one in five high- s
achieving students is challenged by reading com-
prehension tasks both in German or French, the **
main instruction languages. o
 Since comprehension difficulties in the instruction iZj
language can have negative effects on the perfor- I
mances in other subjects, an intervention pro- s
gramme has been initiated by a group of teachers o e
at a secondary school.

Niveau 1 Niveau 2 Niveau 3

How is the intervention programme structured?

designed and conducted by German language teachers
Focus: Enhancing academic language competencies in German in Grade 8

Grammar, e. g.,
nominal com-
pounds & com-
plex sentence
structures

Reading: focus
on factual texts
typical for
content-subjects
(e.g., sciences)

Writing tasks, aimed at
explaining, combining,
and interpreting facts

developed by researchers from the University of
Luxembourg:

2. Examples of evaluation instruments

Three conceptually comparable achievement tests:
- Composed with (open and closed format) tasks tackling key areas of the
intervention programme (grammar, reading & writing);
- Test time: 50 minutes

Beispielaufgabe 2 - Grammatik Beispielaufgabe 1 — Lesen

n

Niveau 4

Bilde mithilfe der Préfixe in der Tabelle und dem Verb ,kochen* jeweils 3 neue Was versteht man unter einem Asteroiden?

Verben. Schreibe einen Satz auf, in dem du das neue Verb verwendest! Es gibt nur EINE richtige Antwort. Kreuze an!

Die hiiufigsten Prifixe: a) Eine Kugel aus Eis, Gas und Staub.

ab-, an-, be-, ent-, er-, fort-, nach-, unter-, ver-, vor-, zer-, zu- b) Einen Gesteinsbrocken, der durchs All fliegt.

c) Einen natlrlichen Satelliten, der einen Planeten umkreist.

Beispiel: X d) Einen riesigen Ball aus Gas, der Licht und Warme erzeugt.

schreiben Verwendung im Satz

Beispielaufgabe 2 — Schreiben

. . . Erklare, wodurch eine Sonnenfinsternis und eine Mondfinsternis
ab Ich schreibe einen Text aus einem Buch ab.

hervorgerufen werden. Schreibe deine Antwort in ganzen Satzen.

kochen Verwendung im Satz

Student questionnaire:

- available in German & French

In welchen Jahrgangsstufen hast du luxemburgische Schulen besucht?

Gar nicht
besucht

Ganz oder teils
im Ausland
besucht

Ganz in
Luxemburg
besucht

- time spent in the national school system

Précoce

- language(s) spoken outside school e - = =
- ) : ) O O O

- motivation towards and experiences With i cassza| i D
German as language of schooling Sekundarschule a a .

Classroom observations:

erwerben, aktiv einzusetzen und zu entwickeln.

5. Die Schiiler.innen erhalten haufig Gelegenheit, alilgemein- und bildungssprachliche Fahigkeiten zu

trifft nicht zu trifft eher nicht zu

Objective: detecting key features of German

trifft eher zu | trifft véllig zu

5.1 Es herrscht ein Unterrichtsklima, in dem sich die
SuS als fahige Sprachlernende erfahren.

lessons in which students learn to understand

5.2 Die SuS werden dazu ermutigt, ihre
herkunftssprachlichen Kenntnisse einzusetzen,
um sprachvergleichende Ubungen und
Reflexionen durchzuflihren.

and to use German as an academic language

5.3 Die Lesemotivation der SuS wird gezielt gefordert.

Focus:
- student-teacher interactions & cooperation
- use of teaching material in the classroom

Enhancing Students’ Academic Language Competencies in German —
Evaluation of an Intervention Programme

Charlotte Kramer?, Sandra Baumann?, Joanne Colling?, Constanze Weth? & Sonja Ugen?
ILuxembourg Centre for Educational Testing
bDepartment of Humanities

UNIVERSITE DU
LUXEMBOURG

LUXEMBOURG CENTRE
FOREDUCATIONALTESTING

[UCET

3. Research question & methodology

Mixed-methods design:

TO: Start 25/26 T1: Mid-25/26 T2: End 25/26

Group A Effect of intervention Long-term impact /
Initial state of both control group for B
Group B intervention Groups Control group for A Effect of intervention

Delayed Intervention with Group A starting followed by Group B (N total = 178)

Group A  Start End :
Group B - Start End
Hypotheses:

A=B A>B A=B

Shortly after TO:

Start 25/26

6 observations during
intervention lessons of
group b

6 observations during
intervention lessons of
group A

Statistic analyses:

repeated measures

link with responses from student questionnaire and classroom
observations

potential group comparisons (groups A and B) between students based on
their motivation and their starting level of achievement

matching with reading comprehension scores (German) from the EpStan
to look at long-term effects by using a standardised assessment

4. Expected Outcome

5. Outlook, limitations & literature selection

Outlook:

Expected positive effects for group A at T1 and group B at T2.
If the project shows positive results:
- Extension to other secondary schools at national level.
- Potential transfer to academic language competencies in French,
development, and evaluation of French intervention
programme.

Limitations:
- Tests are not identical over time (i.e., to avoid training effects), thus tests

are only conceptually comparable (i.e., same number and format of items)
Limited generalizability as the intervention is taking place in only one
school
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